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Dear Ms Evans, 
 
RE: REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ON FISHERIES ACCESS AGREEMENTS 

We, the undersigned, are writing to request access to all the reports held by the European Commission, 
which provide ex-ante and ex-post evaluations of fisheries access agreements and fisheries partnership 
agreements (hereafter, fisheries agreements) with third countries. We request this information as soon as 
possible.  

We are aware that previous requests for these documents have been unsuccessful. For example, in a study 
published by the Swedish Society for Nature Conservation, “To Draw the Line”, it was reported that a letter 
was sent to DG-MARE requesting evaluations of fisheries agreements in selected West African countries.• 
The information requested was refused, on the grounds that these documents are not made available to the 
public. Moreover, in responding to this request for information, it was explained by DG-MARE that 
information relating to the names of EU vessels registered under these agreements, data on catch landings 
and the value of catch, is considered confidential as disclosure of such information would threaten the 
commercial interests of the European fishing industry.   

We feel that the decision to keep these documents confidential is unjustified and that a failure to make these 
documents available to the public contradicts the contents and purpose of the Convention on Access to 
Information, Public Participation in Decision Making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters, 
known also as the Aarhus Convention. Furthermore, we also refer to the Regulation (EC) No. 1049/2001 of 
the European Parliament and of the Council, regarding public access to European Parliament, Council and 
Commission documents.  

We acknowledge that in the Aarhus Convention, it is stated that requests made to a public authority for 
information relating to the environment can be refused on the grounds that this will adversely affect 

                                                        
• See page 27 of the report ‘To draw the line” available from: 
http://www.naturskyddsforeningen.se/upload/Foreningsdokument/Rapporter/engelska/To%20draw%20the%2
0line.pdf 
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legitimate economic interests. However, we also note this Convention makes clear that the public interest 
served by disclosure shall be weighed against the interest served by the refusal, and that this exception to 
disclosure should be interpreted in a ‘restrictive way’.  

In this case we feel that the benefits of disclosing the ex-ante and ex-post evaluations of fisheries agreements 
outweigh the benefits of keeping these documents confidential. It is widely reported that numerous forms of 
fishing adversely affect marine ecosystems in countries where the EU has fisheries agreements. The 
environmental impact of fishing is threatening long-term bio-diversity, as well as local food security and 
livelihoods in some countries.  European fisheries agreements not only regulate the fishing of surplus stock 
by European fishing boats in numerous developing countries, including Low Income Food Deficient 
Countries, but they also provide financial assistance for sectoral development in these countries. There is 
concern, both within host countries and among the international community, that EU fisheries agreements 
may have contributed to overfishing and that financial assistance provided by the European Union via 
fisheries agreements has failed to be as effective as it could be.   

It is our understanding that ex-ante evaluations and ex-post evaluations should contain information on stock 
assessments, data on catches made by the European fishing fleet and an assessment of how EU funds have 
been used in host countries, including their social and economic impact. Such information, if it were made 
public, will raise awareness of environmental and social matters, allow citizens of countries where the EU has 
fisheries agreements to better understand the contribution of these agreements to sustainable fishing, and it 
will enable citizens to participate more effectively in decision-making processes, including holding their 
governments to account for how money received through fisheries agreements is spent. These interests of 
millions of people should outweigh the commercial interests of the European fishing industry. Indeed, a 
continued failure to disclose these documents only adds to public suspicion and frustration over the activities 
of the European fishing fleet in developing countries, and this sentiment may be based on anecdotal evidence 
that is not accurate. This also threatens the legitimate interests of the European fishing industry.  

In responding to this request for access to information, if it is your decision to decline the request, could you 
state the reasons for doing so, including what information you have used to decide that the benefits of 
protecting commercial interests outweigh the benefits of public disclosure in this case?  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Dr André Standing  
 
CC: Secretariat-General  

European Commission  
Unit SG/B/2 "Openness, access to documents, relations with civil society"  
B-1049 Brussels, Belgium 
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Signatories to this letter:  
 
1. Sid'Ahmed Sidi Mohamed Abeid 
President,  
Confederation Africaine des Organisations Professionnelles de Pêche Artisanale (CAOPA) 
Mauritania  
 
2. Uta Bellion 
Director,  
European Marine Programme 
PEW Environmental Group 
Belgium.  
 
3. Okeyo Benards, 
Director,  
Eco Ethics 
Kenya.  
 
4. Liam Campling  
Queen Mary University of London  
United Kingdom.  
 
5. Suzan Cornelissen 
Policy Officer,  
Evert Vermeer Foundation 
Belgium  
 
6. Joshua Cox  
Pan-African Programme Developer,  
Masifundise  
South Africa  
 
7. Stéphane Desgain  
Chargé de Recherche, Centre National de Coopération au Développement 
Belgium.   
 
8. Euan Dunn 
Birdlife International 
United Kingdom  
 
9. Epiphane Edoh Edjossan  
Secretariat General, CERAD International  
Togo.  
 
10. Louize Hill 
Head, European Marine and Fisheries Policy 
WWF European Policy Office  
Belgium.  
 
11. Kajsa Garpe  
Swedish Society for Nature Conservation  
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Sweden.  
 
12. Beatrice Gorez 
Coordinator,  
Coalition for Fair Fisheries Arrangements  
Belgium.  
 
13. Amalie Malafosse  
Policy Advisor,  
Oceana  
Belgium.  
 
14. Brian O’Riordan   
International Collective in Support of Fishworkers  
India/Belgium.  
 
15. Daniel Pauly,  
Fisheries Centre 
University of British Colombia,  
Canada.   
 
16. Carsten Pedersen,  
Africa Contact 
Denmark.  
 
17. Frank Pope 
Ocean Correspondent,  
The Times Newspaper  
United Kingdom.  
 
18. Harinony Lucien Razafindraibe 
Africa Fisheries Chair,  
International Transport Workers’ Federation (ITF)  
Madagascar. 
 
19. Saskia Richartz  
EU Oceans Policy Adviser,  
Greenpeace  
Belgium.  
 
20. Niki Sporrong 
Director, 
FISH Secretariat 
Sweden.  
 
 


